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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of tlie invention Is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
Indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 4 Is objected to because of the following informalities: it should depend on 
claim 1 (or at least not on claim 4). Appropriate correction Is required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

3. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

4. Claims 1-1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kim, 
U.S. Patent No. 6.016,175. 

Kim discloses [see Fig. 15, for instance] a flat panel display comprising a frame 
[106], a panel [1 12, 1 13] disposed in the frame, a backlight unit further disposed in the 
frame, comprising a plurality of optical films [110, 111], a light source [300], and a 
reflector [103] surrounding the light source; wherein one of the optical films [110] 
comprises a first end and the reflector comprises a second end in the vicinity of the 
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optical films, and the first end level with the second end. Claims 1 , 5, and 6 are 
therefore anticipated. 

The first end is also facing the second end, so claims 10, 13, and 14 are also 
anticipated. 

The frame comprises a protruding portion [200] disposed between the reflector 
and the panel and supporting the panel, so claims 2, 7, 1 1, and 15 are also anticipated. 
The device further comprises a light guide plate [400] disposed under the optical films, 
so claims 4, 9, and 17 are also anticipated. 

The device comprises two fixing elements, fixing the optical films and the 
reflector - namely the projecting part [200] [see col. 5, lines 51-53, for instance] fixing 
the reflector, and the adhesive or whatever performs the attachment of the optical films 
to the light guide [col. 6, lines 31-32] fixing the opfical films. [The examiner notes that 
the claim language does not require a single fixing element to fix both the optical films 
and the reflector.] Claims 3, 8, 12, and 16 are therefore anticipated. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,335,100 to Obata discloses [see Fig. 6] a reflector level with a 
single optical sheet, both fixed in position by a single fixing element [frame 16]. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,729,310 to Horiuchi et al. [see Fig. 6] a device like that of Kim, 
in which the projecting part is extended to cover analogous optical sheets. 
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U.S. Patent No. 6.392,724 to An et al. [see Figs. 4 and 6] discloses a more 
elaborate fixing element for the analogous optical sheets. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,573,956 to Shibata discloses [see Fig. 5] an adhesive tape [7] 
used as a fixing element for such optical sheets. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,910,784 to Ito discloses [see Fig. 1] a more elaborate fixing 
element [20] for the analogous reflector. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Schechter whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2302. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert H. Kim can be reached on (571) 272-2293. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomriation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http.7/palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Andrew Schechter 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 
23 November 2005 



